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Claims 
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A method of representing an objec^ppearing in a still or video 
image, wherein the object appears in thejmage with a first two-dimensional 
outline, by processing signals corresponding to the image, the method 
comprising deriving a viewd^scriptor of the first outline of the object and 
deriving at least one addifional view descriptor of the outline of the object 
different view, a*d associating the two or more view descriptors to form 
object descriptor. 



in a 



an 



2. A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the view discriptors 
derived using a curvature scale space representation. 



are 



3. A method as claimed in claim 1 or claim 3 further comprising- 
deriving a descriptor of the object which is related to the shape and/or size of 
the object and which is independent of the view of the object in the image. 



4c A method of representing an object appearing in a still or video 
image comprising deriving a descriptor which is related to the shape and/or size 
of the object and which is aadepenefent of the view of the object in the ima«e. 
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5. A method as claimed in claim 3 o r claim 4 wherein said view- 
independent descriptor corresponds to the volume of the object. 




£V\6. A method of searching for an oljject in still or video images by 

5 processing signals corresponding to images, thfe method comprising inputting a 

query to the computer in the form of at leasyone two-dimensional outline of an 

object, deriving a descriptor of the qpery object, comparing said query 

i descriptor with stored descriptors for objects in images derived in accordance 

S . _ -j . CXof\ rvn *± 

TlC^ w a method ^ Maimed ui^ any rfno - of claims 1 to 4 > and selecting and 

displaying at least one result corresponding to an image containing an object 
for which the comparison between the respective descriptor and the query 
descriptor indicates a degree ofiimilarity between the query and said object. 



7. A method as claimed in claim 6 dopondont on claim 1 ui cluim 2 
15 wherein a query is input infthe form of two or more two-dimensional outlines 
of an object, and whereiA a query view descriptor is derived for each said 
outline, and wherein thft step of comparing comprises comparing each said 
query view descripto/ with each view descriptor in each stored object 



descriptor to derive a Plurality of view-similarity values. 



method as claimed in claim 6 wherein the view-similaritv 

CM \ 

values 4fe arklyzed to derive object similarity values. 
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?. A method as claimed in a ny -o ncof Uaijuivtf lu 8 wherein at least 
some of the object descriptors include^view^mdepenfient descriptors dewveeh* 
qo co i JaiiLt - with -a- method og olaimed in claiu/ 3 and wherein the method 
comprises inputting a view-independent query /alue and the step of comparing 
compares the query value with the view-independent descriptors for the stored 
object descriptors. 
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10. A method as claimed in^ ony - one of claims fl tu - 9* wherein the 

r 

query descriptor is derived using a cj^rvature scale space representation of the 
query object outline. 
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A method of representing an object appearing in a image by 
processing signals corresponding to said image, the method comprising 
deriving representations of fa plurality of different 2-dimensional views- 
corresponding to the object. 



A' 



12. 

any - one - of claims 4 - to/ 



An apparatus adapted for implementing a method as claimed in 
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14. A computer system programmed to operate according to. a 
method as claimed in °n y n f r h irm rl t n 11. 



15. A computer-readable storage medium storing computer- 
daimb 1 tu; 



executable processes for implementing a method as claimed i nM y 0ncof 



16. A methcM for searching for objects in still or video images 



substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to the 
drawings. 



accompanying 



17. A computer system \ubstantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to the accompanying 



drawing 




